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before they turned 16, and are below the age 
of 35; have lived here continuously for five 
years; graduated from high school or obtained 
a GED; have good moral character with no 
criminal record; and complete at least two 
years of college or military service. 

The benefits to our country’s economy and 
budget will be enormous with the passage of 
the DREAM Act. In fact, the Congressional 
Budget Office estimates that this legislation 
will reduce the deficit by $1.4 billion over the 
next decade. The increase in authorized work-
ers would affect individual and corporate in-
come taxes. These changes would increase 
revenues by $2.3 billion over ten years ac-
cording to the Congressional Budget Office 
and Joint Committee on Taxation. Additionally, 
a 2010 study by the UCLA North American In-
tegration and Development Center found that 
DREAM Act beneficiaries would earn between 
$1.4 trillion and $3.6 trillion over the course of 
their lives. 

According to the Immigration Policy Center, 
there are an estimated 2.1 million undocu-
mented individuals in the United States who 
might be eligible for legal status under the 
DREAM Act. In my home state of Georgia, 
there are 74,000 undocumented young people 
who could potentially benefit from the passage 
of the DREAM Act. 

This legislation is of the utmost importance 
to me because Georgia is one of the top ten 
states with the largest number of DREAM Act 
beneficiaries. The time to act on this bill is 
now; the students in Georgia cannot afford to 
wait any longer. South Carolina has banned 
undocumented youth from attending public 
colleges and, unfortunately, it looks like Geor-
gia might follow suit. Earlier this year, in Octo-
ber, Georgia’s state board of regents voted to 
ban illegal immigrants from the University of 
Georgia, Georgia Tech, Georgia State Univer-
sity, Medical College of Georgia, and Georgia 
College & State University. 

Undocumented immigrants who were 
brought to the United States as children 
should not be penalized for a decision that 
was not theirs. In the long-run, the acceptance 
and inclusion of young immigrants who arrived 
as children is a decent and just goal. 

As a Member of the Armed Services Com-
mittee, I know the importance of having an 
adequate military to protect our freedoms at 
home and abroad. Our military would benefit 
from the passage of the DREAM Act. Millions 
of talented youth will be ready to serve our 
country, and would assist the military in its re-
cruiting efforts. In fact, the DREAM Act was in-
cluded as part of the Department of Defense’s 
2010–2012 strategic plan by the Office of Per-
sonnel and Readiness. 

By providing undocumented youth with the 
opportunity to enhance their education and ca-
reer readiness, our country will reap enormous 
economic and cultural benefits. 

Yesterday, I spent a good part of my day 
helping a potential Dreamer beneficiary in my 
district: Allison Hernandez Sanchez. His par-
ents brought him from Mexico in 1994 when 
he was five years old. This young man at-
tended Miller Grove High School and grad-
uated in 2009. He was an athlete and played 
the saxophone in the band. 

Like many other undocumented talented 
young men and women, he had plans to con-
tinue his education. However, on October 11, 
2010, due to a minor traffic incident, he was 
detained for not having proper documentation. 

He was immediately placed in deportation pro-
ceedings. 

This young man had no criminal back-
ground. Not only was he a student, but a son, 
friend and brother. Because of the state of 
current laws, Allison is unable to follow his 
dreams and attend college. Allison, like many 
other undocumented youth, calls the United 
States home, because it is the only home he 
knows. 

Unfortunately, Allison is not alone. Young 
men and women across the United States be-
long in colleges, the workforce, and the mili-
tary—not in detention centers. They are ready 
to serve their country, to become productive 
citizens, to offer their talents and skills to 
make the United States a better country for all 
of us. They should not be treated as criminals. 
No child should go through this experience 
when they did not make the decision to come 
to this country. They should not be held ac-
countable for a choice that was never theirs to 
make. They deserve an opportunity to stay 
and invest in the United States of America. 

I am proud to have joined more than 130 
Members of Congress in cosponsoring this 
legislation that will help Allison and millions of 
other undocumented youth across the country. 
The DREAM Act was initially introduced in 
2001, and it is definitely time to do what is 
right by bringing this bill to the floor for final 
passage. The time to pass this bill is now. Our 
military cannot afford to reject another quali-
fied recruit. America’s economy cannot afford 
to turn away a new entrepreneur to bring eco-
nomic prosperity, a good teacher to educate 
our children, or a medical researcher that 
could create a cure for cancer or HIV. 

I am glad that Congress is acting now so 
that today’s dream can become tomorrow’s re-
ality. I thank Representatives BERMAN, DIAZ- 
BALART, and ROYBAL-ALLARD in their leader-
ship in moving this bill forward. Speaker 
PELOSI, I thank you for working tirelessly to 
bring this bill to the floor for a vote. 
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RECOGNIZING THE 60TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF GIRLS INCORPORATED 
OF THE ALBEMARLE 

HON. G. K. BUTTERFIELD 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 9, 2010 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Madam Speaker, let me 
take this opportunity to honor the 60th anni-
versary of Girls Incorporated of the Albemarle 
in Elizabeth City, North Carolina. 

North Carolina’s first Girls Club was founded 
in Elizabeth City in 1950. It was the culmina-
tion of over a year’s effort on the part of a 
local group of women to organize a club to 
provide recreation and training for the city’s 
girls. 

In 1951, the club affiliated with Girls Clubs 
of America. When the Girls Clubs of America 
voted to change its name to Girls Incorporated 
in April 1990, the Elizabeth City Girls Club’s 
Board of Directors followed the requirements 
of affiliation, changing the local club’s name to 
Girls Incorporated of the Albemarle in May 
1990. 

Today, Girls Incorporated of the Albemarle 
continues to actively pursue its mission: to 
meet the needs of girls; to develop their self- 
worth and emotional maturity; to develop their 

capacity to be self-sufficient responsible mem-
bers of their community; and to serve as a vig-
orous advocate for them. 

Girls Incorporated of the Albemarle’s staff 
and volunteers are superior role models for 
our youth and deliver a wide variety of won-
derful after-school and summer camp pro-
grams. 

Girls Incorporated of the Albemarle also col-
laborates with our local communities and cor-
porate partners to allow girls to interact with 
other women in various professions and expe-
rience hands on activities and events that they 
may otherwise not have exposure to. These 
partners include Museum of the Albemarle, 
United States Coast Guard Base, Elizabeth 
City State University, Hopeline, 4–H, Circuit 
Court Judges and Attorneys, Port Discover, 
NC Cooperative Extension Service and the 
Tobacco Cessation Coalition. 

This is the only organization in northeastern 
North Carolina that offers such comprehensive 
programming designed specifically for girls. 

To their credit, the organization’s goal is to 
reach all girls regardless of socio-economic 
status, and they recognize that girls in at-risk 
communities have greater need for their pro-
grams. Of the girls they serve, 65 percent 
come from families earning less than $25,000 
a year and approximately one-half are from 
single-parent homes headed by women. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in applauding Girls Incorporated of the Al-
bemarle on their 60th anniversary and for the 
great service they have provided the commu-
nity over these many years. 

f 

IN HONOR OF POLICE CHIEF 
MARTIN LENTZ 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 9, 2010 

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker I rise today 
in honor of Martin Lentz, Police Chief of 
Cleveland Heights, as he celebrates retire-
ment after 51 years of service. 

Martin Lentz served on the Cleveland 
Heights police force for 15 years before being 
appointed Chief of Police. Mr. Lentz worked 
tirelessly to improve the safety of Cleveland 
Heights. Some of his accomplishments include 
obtaining federal grant money to apply com-
puter analysis to crime statistics, staggering 
shifts to handle times of increased demand 
and allowing officers to park their cruisers in 
front of their homes to deter crime. 

In honor of his dedicated service and ac-
complishments while working for the city of 
Cleveland Heights, the Cleveland Heights Po-
lice Academy will be renamed the Martin G. 
Lentz Police Academy. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join 
me in honor and recognition of Cleveland 
Heights Police Chief Martin Lentz, whose 
dedication, expertise and concern for the peo-
ple of the City of Cleveland Heights has 
helped to protect our community. I am grateful 
for his service. I wish Chief Lentz, his family 
and friends health and happiness. 
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DEVELOPMENT, RELIEF, AND EDU-

CATION FOR ALIEN MINORS ACT 
OF 2010 

SPEECH OF 

HON. ALBIO SIRES 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 8, 2010 

Mr. SIRES. Mr. Speaker, I rise to commend 
the passage of the DREAM Act by the House 
of Representatives on December 8, 2010. I 
am a longtime supporter of the bill, and I am 
thankful that we finally have the opportunity to 
move forward with this significant and life- 
changing legislation. With the passage of the 
DREAM Act, an estimated 800,000 young 
people that have been kept in the shadows 
and overlooked by this country would be given 
what they never had before: a chance. 

Currently, there are young people in this 
country who know no other home, yet they do 
not have access to the opportunities that 
make this country strong. They are unable to 
resolve their immigration status and therefore 
can offer little to the country that they love. 
The DREAM Act would make it possible for 
those brought to this country as young chil-
dren who have grown up in the United States 
to contribute to the United States and achieve 
their full potential. 

This bill is carefully constructed to target 
only those people most deserving of this op-
portunity. To earn conditional immigration sta-
tus, these young people must demonstrate 
that they have graduated high school, ob-
tained a GED, or been accepted to an institu-
tion of higher learning. They must also have 
arrived in the United States before they were 
16, have lived in the United States for at least 
five years before the bill’s enactment, and be 
under 29 years of age. After a minimum of 
thirteen years and if additional requirements 
are met, those eligible can apply for U.S. citi-
zenship. 

The contributions of these young people 
would benefit our country and our economy, 
and I would like to thank my colleagues who 
supported this extraordinary legislation. This 
bill would allow young people throughout the 
country to pursue the kind of futures that they 
deserve. It would also allow our country to 
take advantage of the talents that these bright 
young people have to offer. 

The enactment of the DREAM Act would 
give young people the chance to better them-
selves and in turn would make this country a 
better place. 

f 

HONORING THE SERVICE AND SAC-
RIFICE OF UNITED STATES 
ARMY SERGEANT FIRST CLASS 
JAMES E. THODE 

HON. GABRIELLE GIFFORDS 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 9, 2010 

Ms. GIFFORDS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor United States Army Sergeant 
First Class James E. Thode, who was killed in 
action on December 2, 2010. 

A resident of Tucson since the age of 6, 
James graduated from Catalina Magnet High 
School before attending the University of Ari-

zona. A decorated combat veteran, he was 
assigned to Detachment 1 of the 118th Engi-
neer Sapper Company, 1457th Engineer Bat-
talion based out of American Fork, Utah. He 
was on his third combat deployment with the 
Army National Guard in Sabari District, 
Khowst Province, Afghanistan when he was 
killed by insurgents who attacked his convoy 
with an improvised explosive device. In his ci-
vilian life, James served as a police officer in 
Farmington, New Mexico, having joined the 
department in 1996 and working as a field 
training officer and member of the SWAT 
team. 

Among his many decorations, he earned the 
Bronze Star, Army Commendation Medal, 
Army Achievement Medal and the Purple 
Heart. He was one of our Nation’s most elite, 
best and bravest, and he will be remembered 
always. 

We remember James and offer our deepest 
condolences and sincerest prayers to his fam-
ily. My words cannot effectively convey the 
feeling of great loss nor can they offer ade-
quate consolation. However, it is my hope that 
in future days, his family may take some com-
fort in knowing that James made a difference 
in the lives of many others and serves as an 
example of a competent and caring leader and 
friend that will live on in the hearts and minds 
of all those he touched. 

This body and this country owe James and 
his family a debt of gratitude, and it is vital 
that we remember him and his service to this 
country. 

Sergeant First Class James Thode is sur-
vived by his wife, Carlotta; mother, Evelyn; fa-
ther, Ernest; daughter, Ashley; son, Tommy 
and sister, MaryAnn. 

f 

HONORING WILSON H. PARRAN 

HON. STENY H. HOYER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 9, 2010 

Mr. HOYER. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Wilson H. Parran, a member of 
the Calvert County Board of Commissioners 
since 2002 and president of that commission 
from 2006–2010. It is my distinct honor to 
share his story of commitment, dedication and 
public service to Calvert County, to our great 
State of Maryland and to our Nation. 

Commissioner Parran was born and raised 
in Calvert County, where he still resides today 
with his wife Deborah. The youngest of ten 
children, he grew up on a tobacco farm where 
his parents were sharecroppers. Wilson grew 
up under segregation. At the age of six, he 
had to walk a mile to catch the school bus 
every day, even though some buses stopped 
on his street. Wilson learned at an early age, 
as he watched his mother go before the Coun-
ty Board of Education to get a her son a bus 
ride to school, that you must be an advocate 
and in so doing you can see government in 
action. Twenty-five years later, Wilson was 
serving on that same Calvert County Board of 
Education, motivated by his experiences to 
give back to his community and support edu-
cation for the betterment of all students. 

Following his parents’ model of hard work 
and high expectations to reach for your 
dreams, Wilson worked his way from entry- 
level technology positions to a top tele-

communications executive. In 1969 he went 
on leave to join the military, serving in the Air 
Force for 4 years during the Vietnam War era. 
Wilson had been out of high school for 12 
years before he received his first degree. 
While serving on the school boards he was 
going to school himself, and became the first 
member of his family to graduate from college. 
An advocate of lifelong learning, Wilson 
served on the Calvert County Board of Edu-
cation for 6 years and the Maryland Board of 
Education for 5 years. Commissioner Parran is 
past president of the Maryland Association of 
Counties, MACo, and represented Calvert 
County on the MACo Legislative Committee. 
He has served on numerous civic organiza-
tions including being on the Calvert Memorial 
Hospital Foundation Board and president of 
the Maryland Association of Board of Edu-
cation, MABE. He is a member of the NAACP 
and was the recipient of the MABE 2007 
Charles W. Willis Award for outstanding 
School Board Leadership. 

Mr. Parran was elected to the Calvert Coun-
ty Board of County Commissioners in 2002, 
and achieved re-election in 2006. Following 
his re-election, board members crossed party 
lines to elect him as president, a position in 
which he has demonstrated courage, judg-
ment, and integrity. 

Calvert County has been well served by 
Commissioner Parran’s two decades of dedi-
cated public service. He has been an ardent 
advocate for maintaining Calvert County’s 
quality of life, assuring a balance between its 
rich agricultural heritage and its expanded 
economic base. We are indebted to his serv-
ice and leadership and know that his parent’s 
would be so proud to see that the foundation 
they set of strong family values and commit-
ment to community have reaped many fruits. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join 
me in honoring Commissioner Wilson H. 
Parran for his years of public service, dedi-
cated work and commitment to excellence on 
behalf of the people of Calvert County. 

f 

IN HONOR OF MS. JEAN VELORIA 
GIORDANO 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, December 9, 2010 

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in honor and remembrance of Ms. Jean 
Veloria Giordano, a generous spirit and a de-
voted mother, daughter, sister, and friend. 
Even during the hardest parts of her long 
struggle with cancer, she lived life with uncom-
mon joy and appreciation for those around 
her. 

Jamie, as her friends knew her, was born in 
Dededo, Guam, on February 6, 1962, to David 
and Juanita Veloria. She moved to Ohio as a 
young adult and soon became well-known in 
Cleveland as a vivacious hairdresser who al-
ways saved an open ear and an open heart 
for her clients. She had a special connection 
to the natural world and frequently visited Brid-
al Veil Falls in Walton, Ohio to reflect and 
renew her spirit. 

Even during her final days, Jamie always 
put her best face forward. On her way to 
chemotherapy sessions, she made sure to 
stop to pick up coffee and donuts for the hos-
pital’s parking attendant. According to a close 
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